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As I enter into my third year as Pristava President and a er serving for 5 years on the board, I 
con nue to be astonished at all that seems to somehow “magically” get accomplished at 
Pristava every year.  
 
I say this because as you read this year’s LISTIČ, the focus on the newsle er is on our members 
and all that they do for our beau ful “li le piece of Slovenia.”  
 
Our membership is thriving with new members being approved on a monthly basis. We 
con nue to encourage more Slovenians to be a part of our community by personal invita on, 
social media posts and to ask our members to reach out and invite guests to a end our picnics 
and events.  
 
Our financial posi on remains strong because of you, our members who con nuously support 
the vision of what the founders created.  
 
The Board is promo ng our rental op ons to our members so that you can experience the full 
spectrum of what Pristava has to offer. Our members are proud to showcase the world class 
picnic, cultural and recrea onal oasis that we have.  
 
The Board con nues to discuss ways to encourage more members (young and old, man or 
woman, teen or adult) to par cipate in all that it takes to sustain Pristava season to season. You 
are crucial to the con nua on of what we do and what needs to be accomplished. On behalf of 
the Board, I am reaching out to each and every one of you, our members, to get involved in 
several designated special projects that require “ALL HANDS-ON DECK.” We need members who 
have the knowledge to organize and lead a project. We need members who have the ability to 
do the physical labor. We need members who can spare some of their me to focus on 
comple ng these projects.  
 
We will be communica ng these projects in a variety of ways such as social media, regular email 
blasts, and personal invita on. Please see pg. 7 of the LISTIČ for a par al list of projects that 
need to be addressed and completed this season. With your help, we can tackle these projects 
and the required work it entails.  
 
Let’s remember that this is OUR Pristava, that we love and cherish.  
It is OUR turn to con nue the work that the hands of our parents, 
grandparents and founders created, which is the Pristava that we  
have today and that we will pass on to our children and 
grandchildren.  
 
I am so grateful that our members con nue to support Pristava by 
par cipa ng at the fundraising events and all picnics.  Pristavska  
Noč was a success and now we look forward to seeing you on  
April 15th for the Reverse Raffle. And so, the season begins.  
 
May God con nue to bless each member, our families and 
Slovenska Pristava! 
 
Sincerely,  
John Srsen 
President 

Pristava’s 2023 Board Officers 
(l-r) John Srsen, President 

Joseph Radisek III, Secretary 
Margie-Frank Koerwitz, VP 

Tom Stepec, Treasurer 



 

TO GET UP-TO-DATE DETAILS ON PICNICS, SPECIAL EVENTS AND POOL CLOSINGS: 
Website:      www.slovenskapristava.org 
Like & follow us on Facebook:   at Slovenska Pristava   
Follow us on Instagram:    @slovenskapristava 
Follow us on Twi er:     @slopristava 
Pristava Informa on Hotline   440.340.1130 
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  INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS—INFORMACIJE ZA ČLANE 

The Board of Slovenska Pristava invites anyone of Slovenian descent to become a member 
of our great organiza on.  Please iden fy poten al future members and invite them to 

contact one of our Board Member listed on page twelve 
or the Membership Coordinators for more informa on. 

 

MEMORIAL PAVERS 
 
 

 
 

 

Create a las ng memory and join over 300 families 
that have purchased a paver in the memory of a loved 

one or commemorate a family name. It is a perfect 
memorial or holiday gi .  Engraved pavers beau fully 

surround the Chapel.  Proceeds support the 
maintenance of the Chapel/Orlov Vrh. 

4”x8” Paver—$125 or 8”x8” Paver—$225  
Orders due May 1, 2023 

Contact John Srsen at 440.463.8402 for informa on. 

SLOVENIAN THEMED MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Stop by the merchandise cart during our picnics to see 

the newest in for Slovenian themed merchandise: 
adult and children’s t-shirts, glasses, keychains, 
earrings, bracelets, necklaces, bumper s ckers,  

pins and more! 

CABINS 
 

For any ques ons regarding 
buying an exis ng cabin or 
building a new cabin, 
contact Mirko Kristanc at 
440.256.3186. 

           

      EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Throughout the year, we send out emails with up-to-
date informa on on events, picnics and pool hours.  
Are you receiving our emails?  First, check your spam.  
If not, please contact us to get added to our email base 
at membership@pristava.org.  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE 
 

Gree ngs Slovenska Pristava Members, 
 

A er a ten-year period of no increases in our annual membership dues, the Slovenska Pristava Officers and 
Execu ve Commi ee Board have deemed it financially necessary to increase our annual membership dues star ng 
in 2023. This was voted on and approved by the Board. Based on our review of fixed opera ng costs for Slovenska 
Pristava over the past 10-year period, we observed an approximate increase in those costs by approximately 35% 
which was essen ally in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) over the same ten-year period. To address these 
rising costs and con nue to ensure our ongoing level of financial stability, the increase was deemed prudent and 
necessary.  We thank you in advance for your understanding. 

GATE CARDS:  Membership cards issued from 2009 to 
present are for your membership iden fica on and 
gate entrance access.  Members should always carry 
their cards and will have to present them at the gate 
for entrance.  Addi onal gate cards are $10.00 
each.  Please contact Connie Spehar to order a new 
gate card. 
 
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:  Your membership includes 
you, your spouse, and dependent children under 18 
years or up to 23 years if they are in college.  
 
NON-MEMBER ADMISSION:  Guests over 21 who wish 
to gain admission to a Pristava sponsored event are 
required to buy a one-day membership of $5.00. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGE:  Please contact us for any changes, 
i.e. address, email,  phone number, etc., so that we may 
keep our records up to date. 
 
NOTICES:  Follow us on Facebook or check out our web-
site for the latest informa on.  To be added to our email 
mailing list, please email membership@pristava.org. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Connie Spehar 216.469.1738  
Mary Riccardi 440.749.4792 
Email:  membership@pristava.org 

PAYMENT:  Payment can be made online via our 
website at  www.slovenskapristava.org or you can 
send in payment with a check or money order 
made payable to Slovenska Pristava and mail to:   

Slovenska Pristava 
5900 SOM Center Road 
Suite 12 - #125 
Willoughby, OH 44094-3086 

M  Y  R   
(D  A  1, 2023) 

Member Type Rate 

Youth (Up to 18 yrs old) No Charge 

Youth (18-23 yrs old, in college) No Charge 

Adults $135 

Clubs / Organiza ons $135 

Seniors (65-84 yrs old) $75 

Seniors (85 yrs old & over) No Charge 

The new member ini a on fee of $400 will  
remain unchanged.   

A late fee of $25 will be assessed for payment 
of dues made a er June 1st 

GENERAL MEMBER INFORMATION 

Member s are the heart and soul of Slovenska Pristava 



 

Dear Slovenska Pristava Members, 
 
While preparing this annual financial report, I found myself reflec ng on the passage of me since my childhood memories of 
Slovenska Pristava and suddenly being filled with a deep sense of awe and pride over how remarkably Slovenska Pristava has 
grown and developed over the years. None of this extraordinary growth would be possible without the hard work, dedica on, 
and generosity of our members. As Slovenians, it may be fair to say that we all may have, at one me or another, recognized that 
a solid work ethic, dedica on, tenacity, (and perhaps occasional stubbornness) are traits deeply rooted within us that drive us to 
achieve our goals. Our founding founders truly must be looking down at all of you with their hearts swelling with pride knowing 
that what they set out to accomplish decades ago con nues to thrive! 
 
For the 2022 calendar year, a total of $56,042 in dona ons were received. These dona ons were directed to help fund the 
building of the new hall and renova on of Lobe Hall, in the memory of deceased members, and for overall general purposes. 
 
As you are aware, a er much considera on, our 2023 annual membership dues were increased a er ten years of no increases. 
This increase was necessary and prudent to address rising opera ng costs incurred over the past years and to cover future 
expected cost increases. Every effort is made to control costs as effec vely as possible. 
 
For the fiscal year ending September 2022, we generated a profit of $63,900. With your con nued generosity, we con nue to 
operate at a profit and con nue to maintain Slovenska Pristava and its property well enough to provide you and your families a 
facility to enjoy, engage with other members, and perpetuate our Slovenian heritage. 
 
Thank you again to all those who have generously donated and contributed their 

me to Slovenska Pristava. Your generosity makes a difference! 
 
Respec ully, 
Tom Stepec, Treasurer 
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$3000-$3500 
Sunset Industries Inc. 
Pristava Pensioners Club  
The Frances & Jane S. Lausche 
Founda on 

$1000-$1600 
AMLA* 
Grajzl, Dan 
Loncar, Andy 
Kosem-Borstnik, Mira 
Kosir, Joseph 
KSKJ - Lodge #146 and #169 
Ovsenik, Mario & Jus ne 
Riccardi Jr, Michael & Mary 
Camp Pristava 

$500-$800 
AMLA 
Cugel,Deborah 
Debeljak, Louis & Angela 
Dejak, John 
Graf, Robert & Marie 
Kme ch, Victor & Anna  
Kolaric, Thomas & Sonja 
Kusold, Robert & Cecelia 
Hren, Clem & Fran  
Hren, Ed 
Ribic, Milan & Breda 
Srsen, John & Antonia 
Mrva, Stanley 
Vidmar, Frank 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$200-$300 
Cornely, Joseph & Josephine 
Dolenc, Anton & Nancy 
Erdani, Mark & Karen  
Ferkul, Paul 
Graf, Mia 
Hauptman, Anton & Vida 
Hebebrand, Craig & Maria 
Hocevar, Joseph 
Hren, Rudy & Mary Ann 
Kokal, Leon & Rita 
Kozelj, Anton & Marija 
Mennel, Michael & Elizabeth 
Lah, Andrej & Pamela 
Lobe, Louis 
Loncar, Frank & Renne 
Mrva, Anthony 
Novak, Boris & Anita 
Plassard, Gregory & Andrea 
Rihtar, Frank & Michelle 
St. Mary’s Church 
Savron, Dario & Emily  
Sumer, Charles 

$150-$190 
Chufo, Ronald & Anica 
Cup, Edward & Catherine 
Golobic, Ma ja & Agnes 
Leden, Margaret 
Pfeifer, Robert   
Rus, Anthony & Theresa 
Sims, Charles 
Slak, Bart 
Vesel, Stefan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$100-$125 
Baznik, Edward & Linda 
Blood, Veronika 
Cole, Joshua & Stacy 
Cvelbar, Frank & Linda  
Debevec, James 
Duh, Rosemarie 
Fox, Sco  & Kathy 
Fende, Andrew & Bonnie 
Giagtzoglou, Ioannis & Susan 
Gluvna, John & Gale 
Jakomin, Mark & Mar na 
Jarc, Thomas & Tania 
Jisa, Rose Marie 
Kirk Jr, John 
Kme ch, Thomas & Michelle 
Kozelj, Peter & Caitlyn 
Kushner, David & Marie 
Kusold-Matheou, Nicole 
Leben, Frank & Margaret 
Luzar, Anne 
Mejak, Joakin & Brigita  
Omahen, Sonja 
Omahen, Vida & Sonja 
Orehek, Jean & Be y 
Osredkar, Florian & Patricia 
Ovnic, Joseph 
Perovsek, Tommy & Julie  
Slak, Mary 
Slemc, Emily 
Snyder, Eric & Antonia 
Srsen, Ma  
Svoboda Jr, John 
Tominc, Mar n & Kathy 
Vavpe c, Nick & Chris ne 
Yaecker, Sco  & Maria 
Zalik, Robert & Courtney 
Zaller, Thomas & Lara 

 

$50-$90 
Antloga, Louis & Jennie 
Bizant, Benjamin 
Chermely, Joan 
Frank, Albert & Maria 
Gorensek, Thomas & Anna 
Gruden, Patricia 
Kuhar, Stane & Margaret 
Hughes, John & Kathy  
Percic, Filip & Nevenka 
Petelin, Mary 
Pisorn, Branko & Sylvia 
Raddell, Thomas & Jean 
Stepec, Kathryn 
Suster, Patricia 
Taylor, Arlene & Earl 
Zalik, Dennis & Victoria 
Zitko, Ann 

Under $50 
Bloom, Ann 
Chauby, Joseph 
Cullis, Kris na 
Gliebe, Erich & Slyvia 
Jakomin, Vida 
Leban-Bellomo, Irene 
Percic, Timothy & Marilyn  
Vogel, Joseph 

All other ($300 and under) 
(3) Corporate Matches 
 
*Designates in-kind dona ons 
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Thank you for your donation! 
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# AREA DESCRIPTION PEOPLE 
NEEDED 

TIME FRAME 

1 New Addi on Installa on of acous cal  les 7 COMPLETED 

2 Lausche Hall Installa on of acous cal  les 5 Spring 

3 Playground Fence installa on - 175  10 Spring 

4 Playground Clear brush and debris 10 Spring 

5 Playground Complete drainage and grading 6 Par al Comple on 

9 Lobe Hall Close openings in crawl space 2 COMPLETED 

12 Kitchen Cook lunch for the workers 5 As Needed 

11 New Addi on Paint 2nd floor storage area 2 Summer 

6 New Addi on Complete landscaping 10 Spring 

7 New Addi on Gu er installa on 2 COMPLETED 

8 Basement Clear debris, paint walls, epoxy floor 4 Spring/In Process 

10 Lobe Hall Clear debris & organize 2nd floor 4 Spring  - in process 
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Pristava is a special place for our family as it is for so many families. It is 
indescribable to someone who hasn't experienced it. Something like a 
blast from the past combined with the best of what a modern community 
should be. It's a place where you watch your children engage in the very 
same things that made you happy once upon a me. At Pristava, you feel 
the presence of those that have le  their mark and then le  us. It's a place 
where every age contributes to joyful banter. Sharing a meal at a picnic 
table with many genera ons, taking a spin on the dance floor or just 
listening to "Pristava music" conjures relaxa on and memories.  

My favorite memory is camping out in a tent and ge ng woken up at 
dawn to a marriage proposal at the Kapelica, and that's going on almost 
three decades ago. My husband's favorite day is the Father's Day Mass. My 
kids would all say Camp Pristava is their favorite! (But every day at Pristava 
is a fun day)  

Pristava is one of the few places that s ll allows children the freedom for 
nature explora on that most of us adults took for granted as kids. 
Nowadays, where else can you spin on a merry-go-round with 20 kids of 
varying ages? Build an epic fort in the woods and sleep in a hammock 
amidst the trees? Have three genera ons all call out your name, sure to 
tell your parents if you are up to mischief? Fish all day at the river while 
spinning tall tales? Enjoy a cheeseburger with onions without ever leaving 
the swings? Create complicated games that involve climbing on rock piles 
and construc on debris? Build your own campfire to eat marshmallows 
(or be er yet breakfast!)? Learn to glide past the rope on the speed slide 
and feel immense sa sfac on that comes with the splash? Trick or treat 
through the woods with wild abandon? Enjoy "The best week of the 
year" (unplugged) at camp?  

As children morph into teens, Pristava is "their" place. My daughter once said that she would eventually like to se le in 
CLE because she could never leave "Pristava" (not us parents!). I know more than a few young people who have the 
address of Pristava ta ooed on their ankles. As teens morph into adults, they enjoy the community and relaxa on. As 
adults have kids and then grandkids, they find joy in watching the new crop of free-range kids. And so, it goes on and on.  

The hard work and volunteering that make this happen can be a sacrifice, but it 
is part of what gives members ownership in Pristava. You never feel like a guest, 
you feel like it's an extension of your home. Nothing feels more personal than 
what is achieved through hard work.  I know our family appreciates this unique 
and beau ful place called Pristava.  

Let's keep the tradi on going and appreciate this unique and beau ful place. 
See you at the pool, the picnic tables, the Kapelica, the playground, the river, 
the cabins, the bar, and the dance floor (and also the kitchen and the furnace 
room)! Summer is just around the corner. Freedom and fun await! 

(l-r) Maya, Dominik, Emily, Niko & Luke  

Niko and Dominik helping out at Member 
Cleaning Day  

Stupica's Cabin  
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POOL RATES 
MEMBER  

Family Pass $130 

Single Adult Pass $40 

Single Youth Pass $30 

Adult Daily $4 

Youth (6-17) Daily $3 

Youth (5 & Under) Daily No Charge 

Pavilion Rental $30 

Adult Daily $8 

Youth (0-17) $5 

NON-MEMBER  
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 We are excited to begin the 2023 Season as we open the pool on Labor Day Weekend! 

 
Star ng Saturday, May 27th, the pool will be open daily from noon to 6pm.  The final pool schedule will be 
emailed, posted on our website and posted on Facebook before Labor Day weekend. 
 
Please consider the following: 
¨ Passes are available and encouraged for all members 
¨ Non-members are permi ed with an a ending member 
¨ Food/drink are permi ed (no glass bo les) 
¨ The main gate will be closed at all mes unless there is a picnic or pavilion rental  
¨ Members must have their membership card for access to the grounds 
 
**IMPORTANT**: The large tree at the bo om of the hill has been removed; therefore, shade is limited. 
Please feel free to bring beach tents for sun protec on.  
 
PAVILION RENTALS: The pavilion is available to members who are interested in celebra ng a special event at 
the pool.  The cost is $30 for the day. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Gate workers are needed at the pool entrance on the weekends. Please consider 
helping out for a couple hours this summer. It’s fun!  
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER: Weather will dictate closures. Check Facebook and your email daily for pool closings 
related to weather as decisions are usually made by 10am.  
 
POOL CONTACT INFO: Margie Leden, Pool Manager at (440) 487-6541. 

SPECIAL POOL EVENTS 
CAMP PRISTAVA 
July 10-16. Members only are permi ed to swim 
during this week. We host the youth campers and 
they will have access to the pool all week. 
 
FAMILY SPLASH PARTY 
Sunday, July 23.  Open to all ages—Lunch, kid’s 
games, contests and beach music!  Also this year, 
we will have a bouncy house for the kids.  
 
DOGGIE SWIM 
Saturday, September 9, from Noon to 3pm.   
Woof it up at the pool as our furry friends enjoy 
splashing the day away! 



 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS/ODBOR 
Anthony Cerer 216.339.8669 
Miha Cerer 440.539.4671 
Lynn Hallum 440.655.1199 
Susan Hamilton 216.780.6920 
Kristopher Hocevar 216.225.2985 
Dominic Ilc 440.944.0055 
Claudia Krajncic 440.382.9146 
Diane McClusky 216.233.2725 
Tony Mohar 440.228.5254 
Dave Osenar 440.785.9696 
Niko Percic 440.487.7632 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS/IZVRŠNI ODBOR 
President/Predsednik John Srsen 440.463.8402 
Vice President/Podpredsednica Margie Frank-Koerwitz 440.487.9830 
Treasurer/Blagajnik Tom Stepec 440.479.5653 
Secretary/Zapisnikarica Joseph Radisek III 972.998.8860 

NADZORNI ODBOR/AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Viktor Kme c 440.449.7125 
Frank Zalar, Jr. 440.943.3844 
Dennis Zalik 440.537.3546 
 

PRAVNI SVETOVALEC/LEGAL COUNSEL 
Tomaz Lobe 216.861.8620 

Tom Percic 216.544.7618 
Ma  Plecnik 440.796.4623 
Ursula Prosen 216.233.3689 
Andrej Ribic 440.539.4751 
Rok Ribic 440.463.6876 
Mary Riccardi 440.749.4792 
Kris na Sedmak 216.882.2790 
Danny Skrbis 216.832.5829 
Connie Spehar 216.469.1738 
Kathryn Stepec 440.479.5902 
Steve Vesel 216.391.3071 
John J Zakelj 440-376-6141 

RAZSODIŠČE/ARBITRATION COMMITTEE 
Frank Vidmar 440.478.3254  
Mary Ann Vogel 216.235.2185 
 

STARI SVETOVALEC/SENIOR ADVISOR  
Posi on is Open 

Pristava’s founding members sole intent was to create a space that resembled the countryside of Slovenia which could be used 
as an escape from the busy city life of Cleveland. It became a se ng that would allow genera ons of families to carry on the 
Slovenian tradi ons. Pristava connects us with nature and allows us to generate memories that last a life me while engaging in 
many ac vi es that we would not be able to do in the city. 
 

For as long as I can remember, our family has spent every weekend at Pristava. It became a home away from home. Pristava was 
a place for all seasons. During the summer months we would campout and spend hours at the pool. The Grand River became 
our own li le world to explore from climbing the rocky cliffs to catching salamanders. In the fall we would spend our me 
walking the grounds enjoying the changing season. During the winter months we spent hours in the field on sleds a ached to 
the bumper of A ’s truck spinning around in the parking lot. Spring would be “regrat” season. We were given a knife and bag to 
hunt for dandelion greens and were instructed not to pick the dandelions that were in bloom. Our 
reward was a delicious “regratova solata” made with hard boiled eggs and bacon dressing. 
 

I’ve grown to appreciate the me spent at Pristava interac ng with friends and family. We cannot 
take this place for granted because it con nues to exist through the con nuous hard work of its 
members. I thank those that came before me for making such a wonderful place to experience the 
Slovenian culture and community. 
 

Now, more than ever we need younger people to become more involved in keeping the tradi ons 
alive. Volunteering is a vital piece of the puzzle that keeps Pristava alive. As a first-year board 
member I am witnessing the great amount of work that it takes behind the scenes to maintain the 
grounds, pool and events. Everyone has a special talent that helps to contribute to making Pristava 
last for genera ons to come. 

(l-r) Siblings Joseph,      
Gabriela & Miha Cerer  


